
WAC 110-30-0310  What factors must the ALJ consider in order for 
the alleged abused and/or neglected child to testify at the adminis-
trative hearing?  (1) The ALJ must give special consideration to any 
request by a party for the alleged abused or neglected child to testi-
fy in order to protect the physical and emotional well being of the 
child. For the protection of the child, the ALJ must determine:

(a) If compelling reasons exist to have the child testify. If 
compelling reasons do exist, the ALJ must consider alternative methods 
to in-person testimony by the child. Such methods may include, but are 
not limited to, having the child testify by telephone or videotape; or

(b) If the rights of a party (either the appellant or DSHS) would 
be prejudiced by not having the child testify in person. If a party's 
rights would be prejudiced, the ALJ must consider other methods to 
hear the child's testimony without having the child directly confront 
the alleged perpetrator.

(2) If the child does testify at the hearing, the ALJ must in-
clude a written finding in the administrative hearing decision regard-
ing the compelling reasons for the child's testimony and what alterna-
tive methods to in-person testimony the ALJ considered.
[WSR 18-14-078, recodified as § 110-30-0310, filed 6/29/18, effective 
7/1/18. Statutory Authority: RCW 74.13.031, 74.04.050, and chapter 
26.44 RCW. WSR 02-15-098 and 02-17-045, § 388-15-117, filed 7/16/02 
and 8/14/02, effective 2/10/03.]
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